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Trustees’ Annual Report - 2006 Concert Season

Aims and Organisation

The objectives of the Bolton Symphony Orchestra are to promote, improve, develop and maintain
public education in and appreciation of the art and science of music in all its aspects including, but
not limited to, the presentation of public concerts by the Orchestra or any ensemble constituted
from its membership.

Voting members of the Orchestra are those who pay the annual subscription, and day to day
running is in the hands of a Committee consisting of officers elected from the membership.

The aims of the organisation are achieved by means of six or seven annual concerts open to the
general public and in some cases preceded by talks given by the musical director.

There have been no major changes in either aims or organisation of the charity during the 2006
season.

Review of Progress and Achievements

2006 started with the financially lucrative New Year concert. The New Year programme moved
slightly away from the more traditional repertoire to include some wonderful music by Ponchielli,
Coates and Bernstein for the first time. A full house was guaranteed.

With the first full house of the year already under our belt, we were looking forward to equal
success in the March Symphony Orchestra event; we were not disappointed.
We had been discussing the idea of inviting the world famous pianist Peter

Donohoe to perform with the i * orchestra
for some time. Finally this ‘t | d was
achieved and we were not na Iona grl

disappointed. Peter performed

the 2nd piano concerto by Tchaikovsky, a huge work for both soloist and
orchestra. The orchestral parts also included solos for cello and violin. Aileen
Williams and Helen Brackley Jones, our guest leader wonderfully performed
these.

Peter also staged a piano workshop at Canon Slade School prior to the
concert. This was well attended by over 80 students from a number of schools
throughout Bolton and in addition we invited

Friends Association. Peter

vrcz(:énbersfaﬁ{as?ilg Harker and HGWE rth playing his entire

programme from memory. Amazing!!!

Peter Donnhn




Financially the concert was extremely successful and thanks go to National Grid, Harker and
Howarth, the Bolton Arts Forum and as ever the BSO Friends for their financial assistance.

One of the important elements of BSO’s success is our ability to network with other like-minded
organisations whether these are arts or charity based. So it was with a reasonable degree of
enthusiasm that, following an approach from the Bolton and Wigan Branch of the NSPCC we
agreed to stage a joint event with them. The original attraction for the Orchestra in doing this
concert was that the international soprano Amanda Roocroft would be performing with us and that
the NSPCC would organise the whole event and simply
pay the orchestra a fee plus expenses. Unfortunately
this did not occur quite as we had hoped and we were
left having to manage the event due to the NSPCC being
unable to deliver both Amanda Roocroft and the organisational part of the deal. This was clearly
disappointing but never the less we were still able to stage a successful concert and were fortunate
enough to invite local soprano Jane Hyde, a worthy replacement. In the end we donated £1000 to
the NSPCC and walked away from the event much the wiser. One aspect about the concert that is
worthy of note was the performance of the Grand Overture by Malcolm Arnold and yet another first
for the orchestra with the inclusion of Hoovers, floor polishers and rifles as part of the orchestral
ensemble. Our soloists were carefully selected for their housework skills and were suitably dressed
complete with marigolds and aprons!

The final symphony orchestra event of the season saw a welcome return to two good friends of the
Orchestra. The violinist David Greed joined us in a
performance of Barber’s violin concerto and usual gave us a
stunning performance of this accessible work. Copland’'s
Lincoln Portrait is a piece full of contrast and beautiful yet
simple melodies, but it needs a certain maturity in the narration
and we were pleased to see the return of Charles Foster who
masterfully took on the challenge in this presidential role!! The
concert ended with the 2" Essay by Barber a hugely
challenging work and surprisingly well received by a large and
receptive audience.

We have had much debate about the Sinfonietta our smaller ensemble, and the management team
finally agreed that 2006 would be its last season for the time being. The Sinfonietta has been an
excellent artistic vehicle for BSO and has been one of the key differentiating factors compared to
other similar amateur orchestras. The range of repertoire performed has been impressive and the
opportunities created for players in terms of _ _ concert
opportunities has been hugely fulfilling to all | il concerned.
From small chamber events to international wind
festivals, the Sinfonietta has given opportunities
that under normal circumstances would have been

unthinkable to the average amateur player. This IS
something we all should be grateful for.

Unfortunately this came at a financial cost and rightly
the management  committee  were concerned
that the Sinfonietta events were draining the financial

resources of BSO. It was therefore decided to focus our

programming on the Symphony Orchestra for the coming seasons.



excellent classical
performing a stunning

The last 2 events for the sinfonietta saw an
programme in  May with Emma Cunliffe
performance of Mozart’'s Bassoon concerto.

excellent soloists as
the years we have
Orchestra and other
we should work more
(Making music) in
and these generally
such as BSO.
programmes in coming

We are fortunate as an orchestra to have some
members. Emma is a good example of this. Over
performed with many soloists both from within the
established performers. It is now felt that maybe
often with "up and coming soloists’. NFMS
particular support a number of such individuals
come at a reasonable cost to affiliated orchestras
Hopefully we can consider these in our
seasons.

The May Concert also saw our last event at the Bolton School Arts Centre. This has been an
excellent venue for BSO over the last 10 or so years but sadly we were priced out of the venue.
Bolton is short of good small scale venues and it is sad to think that the Arts Centre now wish to
focus their efforts on banquets and weddings rather than artistic events. No doubt some former
pupils and fundraisers for the arts Centre will be rather bemused
by this strategy.

The last event for the Sinfonietta was held at the newly
constructed Millennium Chapel at Canon Slade School. This is a
| venue that we had used once before when Peter Donohue held a
I Workshop for the Orchestra in March. It is a large hall with good

W facilities but we are yet to be convinced that the acoustic is
beneficial to our Orchestra.

P Again, our Friends Association continue to provide excellent
support both in terms of “front of house™ and financial. Orchestral
members continue to stage chamber events for the Friends, a hugely rewarding experience for all
concerned and this demonstrates the depth and breadth of experiences that BSO is able to offer its
members.

So, another successful season and much to be proud of. Financially we have succeeded and we
continue to grow as an organisation. The combination of excellent artistic direction and sound
management make us an organisation that leads the ways in non-professional arts both regionally
and nationally.

Review of Financial Activities

The accounts have been examined by Ronald A. Lowe ACMA and found to be satisfactory and the
Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2006 are in accordance with the books and
records maintained for the year.

Net worth of the Orchestra at 31 December was £9,267 as indicated on the balance sheet.

The Operating Surplus of income over expenditure for the year was £3,228 and more than
compensates for shortfalls recorded in 2004 and 2005.

Box Office income at £9,285 was considerably higher than the previous year, due mainly to full
houses and increased ticket prices for both the Peter Donohoe and NSPCC concerts. In addition
the final Sinfonietta concert at the Arts Centre was very well supported.

Total sponsorship & grant income including tax refunds was £3,896 — a considerable increase on
the year before. The Donohoe concert in particular received generous financial backing from the
Friends of BSO, The National Grid, Bolton Arts Forum and Harker & Howarth. We were also
pleased to receive £250 from Fieldings Porter as sponsorship of the soloist at the May concert.



Following the increase in subscription rates income from this source totalled £1,740. As a result of
the Orchestra’s charitable status we were also able to reclaim £446 of tax paid on donations made
under the Gift Aid scheme.

Expenses were generally in line with previous years, the exceptions being the additional cost of
soloists (principally Peter Donohoe) and the payment to the NSPCC from the proceeds of the
charity concert.

No immediate cash crises are foreseen for the year 2007 and once again the artistic ambitions of
the MD and Orchestra need not be too constrained by financial considerations.

In summary, Orchestra finances are sound, artistic management is in good hands and there is a
supporting committee structure in place which will enable BSO meet its objectives as set out in its
constitution.

Robert Aston
Chairman
September 2007




BOLTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2006

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

2006 2005
£ £
Income
Ticket Sales 9,285 5,976
Sponsorship (inc tax refunds) 3,896 2,055
Subscription Income 1,740 1,350
Programme Sales 377 252
Bank Interest 4 4
Miscellaneous 250 0
Total Income 15,552 9,637
Expenditure

MD & Leader's Fees 3,650 3,600
Concert & Rehearsal Room Hire 1,495 1,547
Music Hire 1,608 1,520
NSPCC Donation 1,000 0
Soloist & Extra Players Fees 2,385 1,310
Publicity & Printing 789 779
Programme & Ticket Costs 482 488
Instrument Hire 378 392
Office Expenses 229 380
Miscellaneous 308 129
Total Expenditure 12,324 10,146

Surplus for the Year 3,228 (509)




BOLTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2006

BALANCE SHEET as at 31st December 2006

2006 2005
£ £
Current Assets
Debtors & Prepayments 1,002 2,214
Bank Account 8,565 3,925
Cash in hand 200 200
Total Current Assets 9,767 6,339
Less Current Liabilities
Creditors & Accruals 500 300
Tota Current Liabilities 500 300
NET CURRENT ASSETS 9,267 6,039
Financed by
Accumulated Fund Balance at 1 Jan 2006 6,039 6,547
Surplus for the year 3,228 (508)

Accumulated Fund balance at 31st December 2006 9,267 6,039




BOLTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2006

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

Accounts are prepared under the accruals method

Debtors & Prepayments

Tax refund from Inland Revenue (receivable in 2007) 141
Box Office receipts for Nov 18 concert (receivable in 2007) 691
Publicity for Jan 2007 concert (paid in 2006) 170

Total Debtors 1002

Creditors & Accruals

MD ex-gratia Payment (500.00)
Total Creditors (500.00)
Petty Cash
Opening balance at Jan 1 2006 200
Cash reimbursements 817
Cash disbursements (817)
Closing balance at Dec 31 2006 200
(Agreed to cash in petty cash
box)
Les Fisher
Treasurer
September 2007







